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NEET, JEE won't be postponed: SC

COVID may continue... are you going to wait another year, court asks petitioners

LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on Mon-

day refused to entertain a
petition by students to post-
pone the National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (NEET)
and the Joint Entrance Ex-
amination (JEE) citing CO-
VID-19 after recording the ex-
am authorities’ promise that
all necessary precautions
would be taken to keep safe
the candidates, whose num-
bers run into lakhs:
“Education should be
opened up. COVID may con-
tinue for a year more. Are
you going to wait for another

RN

\re vou not demanding that

the court should be openced
up amid COVID? Do vou see this
glass partition fixed here [between
Judges in the court)? When

we are getting ready to
OPEN Up. VOLL SOV CXains
should not be held

IUSTICH RHUN MISHIA

year? Do you know what is

~ the loss to the country and

the career peril to the stu-
dents?” Justice Arun Mishra,
who headed the three-judge
Bench, asked the petition-
ers. The petition was filed by

11 students from 11 States.
The NEET and the JEE are
scheduled for September.
Advocate Alakh Alok Sri-
vastava, for one of the peti-
tioners, submitted that the
“Honourable Prime Minister

has said a vaccine is on the
way. Let us wait for that..”

Justice B.R. Gavai pointed
out that the question of
when a vaccine would come
was left to experts, and the
court had no intention to get
into that domain.

Justice Mishra said, “Are
you not demanding that the
court should be opened up
amid COVID? Do you see this
glass partition fixed here
[between the judges]?...
When we are getting ready to
open up, you say exams
should not be held.”
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Z NEET, JEE will not be

postponed, says SC

The court refused the peti-
tioners’ plea to withdraw
their petitions.

Solicitor General Tushar

Mehta, for the National
Testing Agency, said they
wanted the exam to go on.-

“The exams must go on.

We have taken all the pre-
cautions,” he submitted.

The court recorded the
submission.

The petitioners argued
that the decision to hold
the JEE through online
mode and the NEET
through offline mode in
centres across the country
was “utterly arbitrary,
whimsical and violative of
the fundamental right to

life of lakhs of affected

students™.
The petition said, “Due

o The exams must go
on. We have taken
all the precautions

TUSHAR MEHTA
Solicitor General

...............................................

_to strong possibility of get-

ting affected by COVID-19,
many students may be de-
prived from appearing in
aforesaid JEE-NEET Ex-
ams, which will be in fla-
grant violation of their fun-
damental right within
Article 14 of Constitution”.

The petition pointed
out that the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of
India had cancelled its ex-
aminations and the re-
maining exams of the
CBSE/ICSE/ISC had also
been cancelled.
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Karnataka plans six research varsities

Taskforce tostudy

implementation

RASHMI BELUR
BENGALURU, DHNS

e state government
Ti.;: mulling establishing
six research-oriented
universities besides setting
up 10 universities focused on

‘teaching’ under the Centre's

ambitious National Education
Policy (NEP)

The state is also consider-
ingsetting up 34 autonomous

higher education institutions, [\

said Deputy Chief Minister Dr

Ashwath Narayan, who held Pt L8

a high-level meeting with ex-
perts and officials from the
higher education department

on Monday on implementing |

the NEP.
ucation Minister S Suresh Ku-
marand ProfM K Sridhar, who
mpartufﬂ:eﬂ‘r‘.f’drafﬂng
committee, were also present
during the meeting.

“We have already formed a

Ed'

Discussions on the NEP will
be held across the state.

task force tolook into the pos-
sibilities of implementing the

NEP" Dr Ashwath Narayan ing

said. “The committee will
submit a draft report in the
next four to five days. Besides,
a detailed road-map on these

\| planswill be submitted before
.' Aﬂgust m.n

The governmentis also con-
sidering possible changes that
can beintroducedinto the pri-

| maryandsecondaryeducation

system.

“Steps will be taken for
bringing changes in the edu-
ﬂaﬂﬂﬂ system by implement-

deliberations
wnhmetask force,"the Deputy
Chief Minister added.

However, during the meet-

, experts said that existing
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law needs to be amended be-
foreimplementing the NEP.
“The government hasdecid-
edtoachieveallthe goalsmen-
tioned in the policy in a time
frame of 10 years, and this has
been termed “Target-2030",
Theexpected resultsshouldbe
visiblebythen,” said Narayan.

Consultation
Deliberations and discussions
about the NEP will be held
across the state and will last
for a minimum of a one-year
duration. The policywill be im-
plemented by discussing and
taking all stakeholders into
confidence, said the minister,
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