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Opposition to move SC to postpone JEE, NEET

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee suggests joint review petition by all CMs in the Supreme Court

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ New Delhi

AMID a rising chorus against
holding JEE/NEET in the
midst of a pandemie, the Chief
Ministers of seven Opposition-
ruled states met on Wednesday
to discuss the prospect of filing
a joint petition in the Supreme
Court to postpone the exams.
The development comes a day
after the Centre decided to in-
crease the number of examina-
tion centres for JEE and NEET
to ensure social distancing.
Both theexams are scheduled to
be held in early September
During a virteal meeting
called by Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi to discuss issues faced
by the Opposition-ruled states,
West Bengal CM Mamata Ba-
nerjee mooted the idea of filing
& joint petition before the apex
court seeking a review after it
refectad a plea on August 17 to
postpone the exams. The SC had
aaid, "Life cannot be stopped

and the career of students can-
not be put in jeopardy”

“Let us go to the Supreme
Conrt and talk about this matter
This is a mental agony for stu-
dents and, with limited trains
and flight operations, | don't
know how they will commuite to
git for the exams. The situation
{s very serious with cases rising,
we have to speak up for the chil:
dren,” sald Banerjee.

Supporting Mamaia’s sugges-
tion, the other CMs prezent in
the meeting said they should ap-
proach the court keeping in
mind that the JEE (Maln) is to
b held from Septernber 1-6 and
NEET on September 13,

Keeping in mind the urgency
of the matter, Punjab Chief
Minister Capt Amarinder Singh
tweeted after the meeting: “I
have asked Advoeate General,
Punjab to coordinate with his
counterparts in other States
and to file a review petition in
Supreme Court on NEET/AJEE
issue, In the midst of the ongo-

Siudents protest Centre’s mowe (o hold JEE, NEET exams amid Covid | pasvesn nisi

6.BL NEET students downloaded admit cards: Govt

Mew Delhl: 6.84 lakh NEET candidates downloaded their hall tickets
within five hours after [ts allocation began on Wednesday, the Centre
sald. A total of 15.9 lakh students have reglstered for the exam

ing Covidl¥ pandemic, it is not
safe for lakhs of students to ap-
pear for these examinations.™
Addressing the Chief Minis-
ters, Sonia said the governiment
is indifferent to the difficulty
students will have to endure if
they have to write the axams
amid Covid-18 induced restric-
tions. She also accusad the gov-
ernment of handling the whole

{==ue in a careless manner.

Rajasthan CM Ashok Gehlot,
Chhattizsgarh CM Bhupesh
Bhagel and Puducherry CM V
Narayanasamy agresd that they
are ready to approach the apex
court on the matter;

However, Unfon Education
Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal re-
iterated that both the exams
will be held as per schedule.

Oppn politicising
issue, says DyCM

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
i@Bengalury

THE state government is deter-
mined to go ahead with the
Joint Entrance Examination
(JEE) and National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET) on
the dates fixed by the National
Testing Agency (NTA). Deputy
CM Dr C N Ashwath Narayan,
who is also Minister for Higher
Education, on Wednesday ac-
cused the opposition parties of
politicising the issue.

He termed the opposition to
JEE/NEET as an “attompt by
some vested interests to disrupt
the exams" and iterated that
"Karnataka is well prepared to
conduct the exams smoothly
with all necessary facilities in
the backdrop of Covid-19." P3
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Floods, Social

Distancing, No
Transport Give
Students Jitters

Times News Nerwork

fter months of uncer-
/\ tainty over when they
will finally be able to
get done with their career-
defining exams, JEE and
NEET aspirants are still un-
sure of two things how
they will get to their exam
centreand how safe it will be.
Calls to postpone the ex-
ams have been trending on
social media for two days
now —climate activist Greta
Thunberg and actor Sonu
Sood are among those who
have amplified the demand.
Students, meanwhile, are
concernad, "I live in Idarat-
gan] and my centre is in Va-
ranasi, nearly 130km away.
Wherellive is acontainment
zone, How am I supposed to
get there? Will it be safe?”
asked Shriyansh Jaiswal, a
NEET-UG aspirant,

Parents from outside

LINE OF NO CONTROL

ARE YOU GAME
fOR RUSSIAN..

SANDEEP ADHWARYU

Chennai, have urged the Ta-
mil Nadu government to ask
hotels to open bookings for
those travelling for the exams,
They also want a transport
plan. “The NTA and state
transport departments could
coordinate a plan for the day”
said N Vijayan, principal of a
Chennai school. The process
could be streamlined.

But thisisalimited possi-
bility in some cities, In Te-
langana, incessant rain for
the past two weeks has dam-
aged road connectivity to
many districts. It's the same

in the flood-hit areas of As-
sam and Bihar "Many stu-
dents who take the exam in
Bengal come from Bihar and
Jharkhand,” Bengal CM Ma-
mata Banerjee told the
media. The state has kept the
exam dates out of the total
lockdown schedule,

As for safety, the broad
guidelines have been laid
down by the National Test-
ing Agency (NTA), which
conducts the exams — fresh
masks at the entrance, ther-
mal sereening, sanitisers, so-
cial distancing and separate

w the pandemic has made
- JEE-NEET 2020 a challenge

rooms for those with Co-
vid-19 symptoms. But those
appearing are still worried,
and not all states have noti-
fied any. The Assam health
department, for instance, is
yet to announce rules for ap-
plicants from containment
zones, Goa has not come up
with specific guidelines ei-
ther. UP, too, will follow the
central directives.

And space remains a con-
cern. Odisha has exam cen-
tres in just seven cities,
bound to lead to larger gath-
erings. Assam, too, is facing
a challenge in finding more
examcentres,

some have come up with
workarounds, “We will sepa-
rate outstation students so
that the post-exam exit strat-
egyisinplace,” saidaprinci-
pal at a school in Nagpur. In
Kerala too, allapplicants will
have to contact their exam
centre before time and in-
form them if they are com-
ingfromacontainment zone,
a hotspot or are yet to finish
quarantine, Rajasthan
where all six districts which
will host NEET and JEE ex-
ams have been witnessing a
surge in Covid cases — has
mandated bulfer areas near
exam centres.
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