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“Students want NEET, '
JEE, says Pokhriyal

Over 17 lakh downloaded admit cards

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI

Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank on Thurs-
day said students wanted
the National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET-UG)
and the Joint Entrance Ex-
amination (JEE-Main) to be
held as over 17 lakh candi-
dates had downloaded the
admit cards in 24 hours.

Mr. Pokhriyal said stu-
dents had been writing to

him, the Ministry and the

National Testing Agency,
asking for the exams to be
held after they were post-
poned from April and May
to July, and then September,

according to a statement to
news agency ANI. The Mi-
nister said they didn’'t want
one year to be wasted.

The NTA Director Gener-
al had informed him that 7.5
lakh of the 8.58 lakh JEE
candidates and 10 lakh of
the 15.97 lakh NEET candi-
dates had downloaded their
admit cards in 24 hours. The
Minister said guidelines for
safety during the pandemic
would be followed for the
exams and the students
shouldn’t be worried. He
said the number of exam
centres had been increased.
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SCto deliver verdict today in UGC case

- States cannot unilaterally cancel exams citing the pandemic, says Commission
for a later date. The UGC had

. LEGAL CORRESPONDENT
:  NEW DELHI

- The Supreme Court is sche-
. duled on Friday to deliver its
. judgment on the validity of
. the unilateral move by some
. States, including Maharash-
.~ traand Delhi, to cancel the
. final year University Grants
- Commission (UGC) exams.

A Bench led by Justice

- Ashok Bhushan is scheduled
© to pronounce the verdict.

ké

The UGC, in the last hear-

ing, had argued that though
its July 6 directive to conduct
final year exams by the end
of September was not a “dik-
tat,” States cannot unilateral-
ly cancel the exams citing
the pandemic.
“If the State governments
had an issue, they cannot
the exam schedule
on their own. They should
meet with the Centre and
consult with the UGC about
their apprehensions,” Solici-

tor-General Tushar Mehta,
for the UGC, had submitted.

Mr. Mehta said the guide-
lines for conducting the ex-
ams involved multiple op-
tions for students. “They can
take the exams online, of-
fline or hybrid [partly online
and partly in the physical
format],” he had said.

The Solicitor-General had
also said if a student was un-
able to appear for the exams
in September, he could opt

questioned the logic of can:
celling the final term exams
for fear of COVID-19, but at
the same time opening up
varsities and educational in-
stitutions for the next aca-
demic session.

The court was hearing a
batch of petitions filed by ov-
er 30 students, represented
by advocate Alakh Alok Sri-
vastava, questioning the va-
lidity of the UGC's directive,

|
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7 Varsities, colleges mull

blended mode of learning

SruthySusanUllas
@timesaroup.com

Bengaluru: With the higher
education department set-
ting October 1 as a tentative
date for colleges to reopen,
universities are mulling
ways to get classes rolling.
While varsities said they
will wait for guidelines and
SOPFs from regulatory bodies
like University Grants Com-
mission and All India Coun-
cil for Technical Edueation,
they are also exploring op-
tions that can be followed.
“We are looking at having
two extra hours every day
from Monday to Saturday to
cover the syllabus,” said Ka-
risidappa, vice-chancellor,

“ It all depends on UGC guidelines. But, one way to do itis
to have half the class on one day and the other half the
next day. Online sessions must continue for the class that is not
present on campus. We have to ensure that no child is left out

N Sundararajan | vc, JAIN DEEMED TO BE UNIVERSITY

Visvesvaraya Technological
University “Since it's an odd
semester, we can also extend
the term by a couple of
months as students won't
graduate. Being a profession-
al course, the curriculum
can't be cut.”

If elasses reopen in Octo-
ber, VTU will explore a
blended form of learning.
“We will have discussions
with college principals on
how to get students on cam-
puses,” Karisidappa said.
“For instance, some courses
like computer science can be
taught online, while others
like ¢ivil or mechanical will
need more hands-on train-
ing. We need to weigh in on
who needs to come.”

Bangalore University
vice-chancellor KR Venugo-
pal said teachers need to di-
vide the syllabus into three
portions depending on the
difficulty levels and decide
on modes of teaching. “The
easiest portions can be given
to students to self-learn.
Some portions can be com-
pleted online. Difficult parts
must be completed in class-
rooms,” Venugopal said.

He pointed out that if
classes are conducted in
shifts, load on faculty will
double. “Some Arts courses
that do not have too many stui-
dents can be held in one shift.
Courses in commerce and
pure sciences might need two
or three shifts. We will have
to work on weekends and
holidays,” he said.

There is also conecern
about the hostel facilities.
“We need a doctor in each
hostel and we should also
ensure students do not go
out,” he said.

Private and deemed to be
universities also believe in a
blended maode. “All our stu-
dents may not be able to join
classes and parents might
also be reluctant, even
though a large majority is
looking forward to classes on
campus. So, we have to en-
sure both modes of learning
continue,” said Fr Abraham
VM, vice- chancellor, Christ
deemed to be University,

Many colleges are looking
forward to having students on
campuses as they believe cam-
pus experience is important
in learning and development.
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rther delay in holding JEE, NEET

will lead to zero year: IIT directors

Registration for JEE (Advanced) set to
commence from Sept 11, exam on 27th

Rmislmtinn for computer-based JEE (advanced) 2020 will
commence from September 11, 2020. According to the new
brochure, the deadline for registration ends on September 16 (5
pm)and the last date for filing application fees is September 17
(5pm). The examis scheduled for September 27,2020. The top 2.5
lakh candidates from the JEE (main) merit list, along with other
eligibility criteria, wifl be eligible to take the exams for admission
t023 IITs and centrally funded institutions like l1Sc and lISERs.
1iT-Delhiisthe nodal IiT for conducting the exams this year. m

Say Quick
Alternative Will
Dilute Quality

Tinaes News Netwoek

New Delhi: Amid concerns
over holding JEE and NEET-
UG exams in September de-
spite the Covid-19 situation,
directors of several IITs have
said any further delay will le-
ad to'zerovear’and any quick
alternative will only dilute
the quality of education besi-
iles having cascadingeffects.
Amid the chorus for post-
poneément of the two exams
for admission to engineering
and medical courses, the [IT
directors appealed to the stu-
dents to “trust” the institu-
tionsconducting the tests.
\ “The pandemic has alrea-

dy disrupted the academic
plans of many students and
institutions and we don't see
the virus going away any ti-
me soon. We should not let
this be a rero academic vear
as it might have consequen-
ces on the bright future of se-
veral students,” [IT-Roorkee
Director Ajit K Chaturvedi
said, adding that students
and parents need to have fa-

ithinthe system.
Assomecandidatesonthe
social media claim that they
would miss out on the oppor-
tunity if the exams are con-
ducted during the pandemic,
IT-Guwahati Director T G
Shriram said: “JEE is held
maultiple times in a vear and
students who don't appear
this time can write after six
months. Keeping in mind the

efforts put in by studentswho
have prepared, it is critical
that the exams are conducted
as scheduled. Delay in hol-
ding theexams willlead tose-
rious repercussions for the
studentsaswellas thellTs."

Statingthatany quickal-
ternatives to the crucial ex-
amswilldilutethequalityof
education, [IT-Kharagpur
Director Virendra Tewari
said: “The exams have a glo-
bal reputation for seeking
excellence. A quick alterna-
tive will certainly not be as
gratifying as competing for
this examination by all fair
means.” He said an alterna-
tive could be misused as a
precedent to dilute the enti-
re admission process to the
IIT system.

IIT-Ropar Director Sarit
Kumar Das, who is also a
member of the Joint Admis-
sion Board (JAB)of I1Ts, said

the decision to conduct the
exams in September has not
been taken overnight but af-
ter due consideration.

“We have been discussing
and looking at the possibiliti-
esof conducting the exam for
quite some time. We have loo-
ked at the infrastructure, sa-
fety of students, how we can
maintain social distancing
and other norms and make it
as safe as possible not only by
discussing (among) oursel-
ves but also with health ex-
perts,” hesaid.

“There is nodoubt that we
are in an unprecedented he-
alth crisis due to the pande-
mic and concern of parenis
and students is understan-
dable. But we must also think
about the future of our stu-
dents who have been prepa-
ring for this for many vears,”
said IT-Gandhinagar Direc-
tor Sudhir K.Jain.
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