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THE &% HINDU

“No CFET for medical, dental \

aspirants from next year

STAFF REPORTER

BENGALURU: Aspirants vying
for government or govern-
ment-quota seats in medical
and dental colleges in the
State will have to pin their
hopes on the National Eligi-
bility Cum Entrance Test
(NEET) from the 2017-18 aca-
demic year.

The Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority (KEA) on
Saturday announced on its
website that it would not
conduct entrance examina-
tion for admission to medical
and dental colleges from the
coming year.

Although NEET was con-
ducted in 2016-17 after the Su-
preme Court stated that the
test should be conducted for

admissions to MBBS and
BDS seats, several States, in-
cluding Karnataka, had filled
the government and govern-
ment-quota seats using ranks
obtained in the State en-
trance tests. This was done
after the Union government
brought in an ordinance as
many State governments had
already conducted entrance
exams.

However, KEA maintained
that the State’s Common En-
trance Test (CET) will be
conducted for engineering,
farm sciences, Indian System
of Medicine and Homeopa-

* thy, B.Sc. in Veterinary

Science, and pharma courses.
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KEA to continue counselling
using NEET scores

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU: Although students
have to write the National E]-
igibility-cum-Entrance Test
(NEET) from 201718, the
Karnataka Examinations Au-

thority (KEA) will continue

conducting counselling ses-
sions for students for govern-
ment and government-quota
seats. This will be done as
usual by chalking out a rank
list, but this time based on
NEET scores instead of CET.

The government seats will
be allotted in accordance
with the Karnataka Selection
of Candidates for Admission

to Government Seats in Pro-

fessional Educational Insti-
tutions Rules, 2006 which
have been used all thege
years. The KEA, to help stu-
dents cope with the changes,
has created a link with in-

Ir

formation on question paper
pattern, eligibility criteria,
how to register for the exam,
syllabus and a sample of last
year’s NEET papers.

Sources pointed out that
the State government had
made an early announce-
ment as there was a lot of
chaos last year and students
had written multiple en-
trance tests without knowing
which one would finally be
considered valid. “Things
changed dramatically for stu-
dents after the Supreme
Court late in April made an
announcement that NEET
should be conducted. The
situation changed after the
Union government brought
an ordinance allowing some
State governments to fill gov-
ernment quota seats as many

States had already conducted
their entrance exams,” the
source explained. The move
has been welcomed by stu-
dents but they said there js a
need for the government to
also convince private college

managements to be part of

the same counselling process
so that students can enrol
themselves for a single ses-
sion. “In the 2016-17 aca-
demic year, although NEET
was conducted, it was mean-
ingless as we still had to ap-
ply to multiple counselling

agencies and to individual 1

deemed universities to get a
seat. It made things confus-
ing. Hopefully the govern-
ment will consider students’
plight and switch to a single
counselling mechanism,” an
MBBS student said.
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