57 =~ FOﬁ%‘?& SRI DEVARAJ URS ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION & RESEARCH

= a
s E SRI DEVARAJ URS MEDICAL COLLEGE

a- Tamaka, Kolar

(4})

O(/A\\Q’ UNIVERSITY LIBRARY & LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE

o Online Newspaper Clipping Service <
'THE TIMES OF INDIA Dtd-Tuesday, 04th, April 2023 Page No

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The National Me-
dical Commission, in a new set
of guidelines issued on Mon-

..............................................................................................

NM Cto med students: Avoid alcohol,
seek help in case of substance abuse

The guidelines, prepared by
NMC’s Ethics and Medical Re-
gistration Board (EMRB), also
says, “Students must be aware
of the ever expanding scope of

day, has said that medi-
cal students should av-
oid alcohol, tobacco and
other substancesof abu-
se and also refrain from
indiscriminately pos-

social media with its
usefulness as well as
professional hazards as-
sociated with its indis-
criminate use.”

“It is expected that

ting patients-related in-
formation on social media.
The guidelines on ‘profes-

sional responsibilities of me- .

dical students’ state that the

learners are expected tcr=seek— :

treatment and counselling in
case of substance abuse.

= these guidelines will be
used by teachers, medical edu-

cation units and institutions to

instil a sense of responsibility
in medical students rather than

7 using them for punitive ac-
* tions,” said EMRB member Dr

Yogender Malik.

The guidelines also men-
tion that medical students are
expected todressmodestly and
appropriately in all their pro-
fessional endeavours. “Stu-
dents are encouraged to orga-
nise regular environmental
audits of the campus to identi-
fy the problem areas concer-
ning environment and initiate
suitable programmes like tree
plantation, reduction of use of
single use plastic, judicious
use of water ete.,” itadds.

It also state that students
are expected to learn the local
language so as to effectively
communicate with patients
duringtheir studies.
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“India needs a stronger NAAC with
 transparent, error-free functions’

grades toseveral institutions?
WThe mechanism under NAAC
takes any such feedback seriously
and tries to tighten loose ends to
safeguard the internal processes
of NAAC. We need a stronger

A stronger National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC)
with transparent error-free functioning is the need of the hour, UGC
chairperson M Jagadesh Kumar tells TOI’s Manash Gohain
in an exclusive interview. NAAC assesses ¢ind accredits higher
educational institutions (HEI). Excerptsfrom the interview:

There are some serious allega-
tions against the functioning
of NAAC?

MAccreditation and ranking are
complex tasks requiring contin-
ual upgradation... donot consider
aberrations as a norm. Having
said this, I am mindful that the
qualitative and quantitative
methodsused by NAACneed care-
ful examination and improve-
ments. We need to reinforce
NAAC instead of discreditingitto
stimulate our educational insti-
tutions to recast themselves to
provide high-guality education.
UGC and the educa-
tion ministry are pursuing the is-
sues raised about NAAC and will
demonstrate robust education re-
forms in the comingtime.

A formerchairpersonof NAAC
who stepped down recently al-
¢ leged vested interest, malprac-
'i_\tices, and nexus in the grading

process...
B NAAC is an autonomous body

‘funded by UGC. Its executive com-

mittee evolves policies collective-
ly for assessment and accredita-
tion. In case of possible malprac-
tices and nexus in the grading

‘process, the committee has full

autonomy to set up a panel and
work out solutions to avoid unde-
sirable practices eroding the sys-
tem’s transparency.

An inquiry committee has red
flagged several irregularities,
including that the council’s IT
system was found to be compro-
mised... assessors barely visited
sites... and individuals without
authority were provided full ac-
cessto NAAC’sinternal system.
BNAAC’s accreditation process
has twosteps—quantitativeanal-
ysis based on data provided by the
institutions and qualitative study
based on a visit by an expert com-
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mittee to the institution. The for-
mer has 70% weightage and the
latter 30%. Recently, NAAC has
brought in several changes in its
online portal to simplify data up-
loading by institutions. For data
validation and verification (DVV)
of the qualitative analysis, NAAC
has also roped in institutions of
national importance, such as
IITs, to strengthen the process.
Duringexpertvisitstotheinstitu-
tions, if there are any complaints,

such experts are debarred from

participating in future visits:

CAG also found discrepancies
in the inspections being car-
ried outby NAAC which result-
ed in awarding inaccurate

NAAC with transparent, objective
and error-free functions. Findinga
solid correlation between NAAC
accreditation and NIRF ranking

. may not be possible in some cases

since both systems have different
parameters and processes. We ob-
serve this even in world university
rankings. But there is no doubt
that NAAC must continually im-
prove its processes.

Is the government planning to
overhaul the accreditation
process?

B Theministryof education hasal-
ready constituted a committee un-
der the chairmanship of K Rad-
hakrishnan, former chairman of
Isro, to strengthen the accredita-
tion process. UGC also formed a
committee headed by Surinder
Prasad, former director of IIT-Del-
hi, and another committee head-
ed by M K Sridhar, member of the
EC of NAAC. These panels will
help in strengthening NAAC.
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