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SC puts on hold

25-yvr age bar for
NEET candidates

NMEWVW DELHI: The Supreme
Court on Friday put on hold a
regulation restricting the age
of candidates to 25 years for
talking the WNWational Eligibilicy-
cum-iEntrance Test for admis-
sion to MBEBES and BIDS cours-
es.

All eandidates, irrespective
of their age, can now fill up the
forms online for the all-India
medical entrance exams till
April 5.

A bartch of petitions was filed
by medical aspirants, who sub-
miitred that the age limit was
prescribed by the Medical
Council of India (WICTD) without
there being a regulation to in-
pose a condition lilkke this.

The petitioners also com-
plained that the MCI had ex-
ceeded its authority by stipu-
lating an age bar throuzh a
mere notice, instead of a forrmal
regulation.

Though the MCI asserted its
authority, the bench held a pri-
ma facie view that the age limic

cannot be prescribed by the
regulator without a formal ex-
ercise of issuing pertinent regg-
ulations=s.

In this situation, the bench
of Justices Dipalt Misra arnd A
MM K hanwillkar said, it was im-
perative to extend the deadline
o April 5 for candidates above
25 who would now want to fill
up the NEET application
forms.

Farlier, the last date for ac
ceptance of forms was March
1. The examinations will be
held on May 7. The court oi-
rected digzorict authorities to e
tend all support to the Central
Board of Secondary Education
s0 that the forms are acceptecd
and the examinations are held
on the cdate fixed.

The court restrained all hissh
courts from entertaining any
litigation related to allocation
of cxonm contres, observings that
this might delay the entire
process. The next hearing in
the case will be in July.
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autism, docs fail to detect it

Pediatricians, General Practitioners Need Adequate Training, Say Experts

Sunftha Rao 8 imesgroup com

Bengalura: Om was born in
Octeber 2008 without any
complications, Howevoer, two
visirs liter, the boy's parents
and playvschool teachers no-
tiesd that he preferred to play
nlone, was pot focusing mnd
didn’t ke to be part of the
rhymes circle,

The child's speech wisii't
developing nnd he wouldn't
ory Dootors, however, said the
ot b wins P and would cnteh
up soon, [n Mmet, his pediated
cinn was n senlor doctor from

n superspecinlty hosplital in
the city Elght months lnter, as
suiggprntiag by o specinl eduea-

ton the boy's paronts took him

__Byé&months

ton peyeliatrist, That 18 when
Hitls O was dingnosed with
Autism Spectrum DMsorder
(ASD, 0 complox devisloprmen-
tal dirahility The signe typl
cally appear during sarly
childhood mrd affoct & person ‘s
ability to communicates and
Internct with others.

Om, now sovon, 18 amaong
many children wiho nre ding-
ncssed with autism after much
doeday This is poeimareily duoe (o
ek of orlentation wnd train:
Ing mmong MANS studants
about the developtmontad dis-
orden Wihile muiism Mnds ondy
n passing moention in MRRS
calrse, it's only an introduc-
thory i MID pesdintrics,

“If mll the podintricinmns wo
vislted were moie awnre and
aderi, we could heve dingrosed
his problem 8 months earier
and could heve bmmed o]y
purt him an thernpy Earlier the
thoarapy begins, greater the

months

By 24 months

of day-to-day
activities

NO RESPONSE TO NAME, NO BABBLING, DOESN'T
PLAY PEEK-A-BOO, NO GESTURES SUCH AS
WAVING, POINTING OR SHOWING

CHECK FOR MENTAL MILESTONES

Auurﬂinﬂ to Or Nandinl Mundkur, autism spocialist and diroctor
of Centre for Child Development and Disabilities, cases of autism

SUrviey
suffers from autlsim. Not trackin

! are nnl:r_-hlnmulnu. "1 got to see 3-4 new cases a day, o
ns heen done, we can say that one I every 125 children
mental milestones is a major

lacuna. Pedlatricians should not just ask about a child's sitting,

standing and walking activities,

it alno check I the kid smiles,

likes to mingle and expresses emations.” sho says.
“Saying rhymes; numbeors and alphabets isn't speech. A ehiid

has to expross his/her emotions th

h language. Parents’ doubis

must be addrossod by pediatricians who alio neod to cducaie

themselvies," adds Dr Nandidi.

chanoes of lmprovemeont, ™
s Cresrthia % ML Om's ot B

“HBrain development is
mnximum In the frsi fheee
yooars of |ifie, mnd that's when
the theraples hove an inopact

on i ehilld with autism. Barly
intervention through comimn-
Hication and speech therapy
oould even help n child over
oome autism,” says pediacel-
chan and autiam speclalist Dr

Shilpa Rao. D Roo s bhersell
o mother of & 17 youre-ald bay
who has nlmost vecovered
Fromm autism. IF & child dooesn®t
el up sposch, falls (o soola)-
wet, and doesn't imitate or is
Inclcing i efforts o commiani-
cate, thion parents must infoem
the pediateiolin about the
ehild s behaviour
Dr Karunakara B 1. for
mer prosidont of Indian
Acndemy of Pedintrles, Kar
natakn chapton, says the need
of the hour (& to train pedin.
irivians and genornl practi-
tloners on tellinle signs of
nutlam, “Unless we dingnoses
enrly, a child with sutism
doosn't got betten” ho sayvs
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