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Norms did not permit holding

NEET in Kannada, say officials

‘Karnataka never conducted CET in regional language’

NEW DELHI/BENCALURLY
Central government officials
have salkd that Kannada
could not be considered as
one of the languages to
write National Eligibility
cum Entrance Test (NEET) in
2017-18 because of the
morms followed to select the
regional languages for the
screening test for under-
graduate medical course.

Earkier this week, the health
ministry sannounced thar
NEET for undergraduate
courses in 2007168 would be
conducted in eight languages
Gujarati, Marathi, Bengali, As-
saimese, Telegu, Tamil, Hindi
and Engligh.

Officials in New Delhi said
the language chodee was based
on two criteria - the state had
to conduct a medical entrance
examination in the vernacular
language at least for three
wears and theye should be a lex-
weon of medical rerms in that
langunge. These norms were

\wurtcd out in consultation

=]

As NEET was held at a short notice in 2016, only Hindl and
English were conshdered then. It was decided that other lan-
puages would be induded for subsequent EXaMS. oM FILE PHOTO

with a number ol experts and
state officials 1o ensure avail-
ability of veachers, who can ex-
amine the coples in these lan
puages

“Karnatala never conducted
thie el entrance examing:
vion in Kannada, The state of-

ficials who anended the healih
mimistry mecting on Novernber
25 through video comlerencong
did not raise any objections.
They were satisfied with Eng-
lish as the preferred language
forwriting the NEET,” sources
told D,

The comroversy flared up
with the surfachng of a letter
from Jawaid Akhtar, principal
secretary, Medical Education,
Karnataka o the Undon health
secretary C K Mishra, request-
img him 1o ensure that NEET
is conducted in Kannada too.

Akhiar's letter dated Decem-
ber 14, 2016 was signed on De-
cember 20 and despatched on
December 22 The health min:
ity sent its instruction to the
Central Board of Secondary
Education, which would con-
duct thee NEET, on December
A, sources said.

Akhitar told DH in Bengaly-
ru that when Mishra held a
vidhen comferencing secking the
stale governments the neces-
gitw of conducting NEET in the

* regional languages, Karnataka

hadd gought time 1o obitain ap-
prowal of the state governmeen
before sending the request
the Centre,

Aklvar gaid, "CET in Kar-
nataka has never been con
ducted in Kannada as none of
the students are desinous of o

Kannada question paper. The
state government, hiwever, felt
that the students should ney
ertheless be ghiven an opthon
We are keenly pursuing this is-
sue, So far, we have not re-
cetved any complaints. from the
students.”

Sources in the Union govern-
ment said the language dici-
sion was tnken way back in
213 belore conducting the
first NEET.

While the first nation-wide
medical entrance test was a
limited affair because of legal
olgections, the entrance exan:-
irmtion coubd not be held in the
et twio years due o a veridict
of the Supreme Court that
ruled against the NEET.

After a favourable order
froam the apex court, the exam-
ination was re-started in 2006
As NEET was held at a shon
notice in 2006, only Hindi and
Engligh were considered then.
It was decided that other lan-
jruiages would be included for

submeguent exams,
44
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NEET: State govt.s delay to blame
for non-inclusion of Kannada?

Tanu Kurkarm
BENGALURU: While the State
government is crying foul
over non-inclusion of Kan-
nada among the regional lan-
guages in which students can
write the National Eligibility-
cum-Entrance Test (NEET),
documents indicate that
Karnataka delayed in making
an appeal for its inclusion.
In fact, while the an-
nouncement on Six regional

languages, besides English

State sent appeal
only on December 20,
after the issue was
raised by Kannada

- organisations

and Hindi, in which NEET
could be written was made
on December 19, Karnataka
sent its appeal only on
December 20, after the issue
was raised by Kannada

organisations.

Sources in the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare
(MHFW) also claimed that
the Karnataka government
had initially not sought bilin-
gual exams. Sources said that
MHFW had conducted an
“exhaustive exercise” and
had consulted various State
governments.

‘Orally conveyed’
However, Minister for

Medical Education Sharan-

prakash Patil said the State

had “orally conveyed” its
wish for bilingual test earlier.

Speaking to presspersons
in New Delhi, Union Minis-
ter Ananth Kumar said that
the State government had
“woken up to the issue too
late”. Sources in MHFW said
they would consider includ-
ing Kannada if the State gov-
ernment approaches them
DOW.

B ‘CENTRE MAY CONSIDER
STMPSBEIIW]P!BE%
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IDDU GOVT DIDN'T PUSH FOR NEET
N KANNADA, NOW BLAMES CENTRE

Govt was silent when Centre sought its view on the issue; CET too has no Kannada option

dents an option to write National Eligi-
bility-cum-Entrance Test (NEET) in
Kannada, had itself remained silent

| over the issue when its suggestion was

sought by the Centre. NEET is for ad-
mission to under graduate medical and
dental courses.

Kannada option in the NEET. Even in
the proposal submitted on November 28,
it preferred English. Now, the govern-
ment has woken up to put pressure.
However, we will try to speak to the min-
{stry in this regard.”

Even the letter sent to UMHFW, which

(RASHMI BELUR BBengaluiy When contacted, Ananth Kumar, Un- [

2 jon Minister for Chemical and Fertilis- | NO KANNADA
THE State Government, that is now ers, said, “So far the state government | ANYWHERE
blaming the Centre for not giving stu- has not submitted any request seeking Centre sought state’s

views on inclusion of
reglonal language in

MEET. but Kamataka
government failed to
reply on time

All these years, state

On Friday. Chief Minister Siddara- was drafted on December 14 and signed | government
maiah took strong exception to the Cen- on December 20, supported the UMHFW | conducted CET only
tre's decision of not allowing students version. The letter released to media in English. No

to write NEET in Kannada. He also said Karnataka was one among them.” from state medical education principal | Kannada option was
they will shoot off a protest letier to The same was reminded toall the sec-  secretary Jawaid Akhtar on Friday | there

Centre. Medical Education minister
Sharan Prakash Patil had eariier stated

retaries of the state medical education/
health and family welfare department

reads: “At that time we sought for tme
to obtain an approval of the state gov-

The number of

that the Union Ministry for Health and during the video conference heldinfirst ernment before sending the request 1o candidates cracking
Family Welfare (MHFW) was urged to  week of December 2016. The official government of India_ The state govern- | sacond PU sclence
include Kannada as ore of the languag- from the state reportedly asked for more ment is requesting that the NEET may | exams in Kannada s
es in NEET 2017, along with English.  time to revert. “They did not get back to be conducted in Kannada language also not known
However, the authorities at the MHFW  us Their claim that they have commu- along with English. 1t is felt that the stu.

denied this, stating that the state gov-  nicated twice is false.” said the official.  dents appearing in NEET-UG should | PUC question paper
ernment jtsell was to blame for Kan- According to the Union health minis-  have an option to refer to the question | L'-::Lﬁ:gﬁ in

nada not being included.

A senior ministry official told Ex-
press, “We communicated to all the
state governments, seeking their opin-
jon about inclusion of regional lan-

(bilingual paper) in NEET 2017.
- me of the states did not reply and

try officials, the state government had
also submitted a proposal to conduct
NEET in English earlier An official
from the Union ministry said that a
Member of Parliament from Karnata-
ka. who is also a Union minister, was
well aware of this.

papers of the test in English as well as
Kannada for marking their answers in
OMR sheats.”

The letter was dispatched on Descom-
ber 22, three days afier the list of lan-
guages in which NEET would be con-
ducted was ann :

text books are not
avallable. Kannada Is
also not the
language of

Sasiyd //
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'CM demands NEET in Kannada,
says will write to Centre again

Times NEws NETWORK

Mysuru: Chief minister Sid-
daramaiah has said that he
would write a strongly-word-
ed letter to the Centre for in-
clusion of Kannada as a me-
dium of language for the Na-
tional Eligibility cum En-
trance Test (NEET). Saying
that despite Kannada being
awarded ‘classical status’ and
him writing to the Union gov-
ernment earlier, it has not
been included in the list of
languages for the exam.
NEET was held across the
country this year in eight lan-
guages including Tamil, Tel-
ugu and Assamese.
Releasing the University
of Mysore centenary com-

TUSSLE OVER LANGUAGE

memorative coins, coffee table
book, centenary lecture book
and Karnataka encyclopedia
at Crawford Hall here on Fri-
day, the CM said that Kannada
language, which has over
2,000 years of history and also
has ‘classical status’, was ne-
glected by Centre while con-
sidering languages for NEET.

“I had earlier written to
the Centre to include Kanna-
da as a medium of language

for WEET but they neither

| bothered to reply nor include

the language. So, thistimeI'm
going to write a strongly-
worded letter to them. We will
not allow the Centre to neglect
Kannada. Our students were
deprived of writing the test in
their language,” the CM said.

“I have directed medical
education minister Sharan
Prakash Patil to visit New
Delhi and discuss the issue
with the ministers concerned
to include Kannada as a me-
dium of language for NEET. I
have also told MPs from the
state to have a discussion on
the issue with the central gov-
ernmentauthorities,” the CM
said, claiming there was no
politics over his pitch for in-

Pg.No.05

clusion of Kannada.
Siddaramaiah said he has
asked University of Mysore
VC K S Rangappa, who will
retire on January 10, to work
for the welfare of people after
retirement. “I will not invite
him to politics. It is his per-
sonal choice,” he said.
Addressing the gather-
ing, writer and professor
emeritus Ham Pa Nagara-
jaiah said the government
must cancel all the holidays
except only that on August
15. People should be allowed
to have 25 days of leave on in
a year. The government
should also restrict use of
sound systems in religious
centres as they create noise
pollution, he added.
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