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1ISC best institution
in thhe country
JNU, BHU, among best universities

Prakash Kurmar

MNEWW DELHI, DHMNS: The Iindil-
an institute of Sclence (1I1Sc)
has been declared as the
best ammong all categories of
institutions In the country
fowr the second consacutive
WA

The govertument on Monday
relensed the all India ranlcdng of
higher educatonal insttutions
for 2017.

The elite science school,
based in Bengaluru, has also
grabbed the top slor in the list
ol 100 best universities in India
followed by Jawaharial Nehru
University (JNLUD, NMew Delhi,
and Banaras Hindu Ulniversicy
(BHLI} in Lhiar Pradesh. Uln
versity of Hyderabad climbed
down o scwventch position this
yesir® from fifth in the last year's
ranlking.

The 115c, establisheecd in 1805,
was recently ranked eighth
Ao the best sroall uriversi-
tie=s of the world by an internn-
tional raring agency, Times
Higher Fducndon.

The premier sclence institure
el g 1;_1:.-1;| ches Lise of thwe all In-
i ing of higher education-
al institurions, conducie] under
thes Human Resoures Desvelop-
merit Minisory for the frst tioe
in 2015-16.

The second editon of the ex
ercise was conducted under six
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Best overall varsities in K'taka

IHNSTITUTE

Isc, Bengaluru

JNCASR, Bengalurg

M, Boengaiuro

MAHE, BManipal

University

MIT, Suratihkal

A5S University, Mysuru

KLE academy of Higher
Education and Research Belagawi
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dilferent categories Engi
meering, Management, Liniver-
sity, Colleges, Pharmacy and
Orverall.

The institutions wers Fanked
under lve mMmain parameters
with each carryving a score of
10y — Teaching Learning and
Resources; Rescarch and Pro-
fessional Practice; Graduation
COutcormes: Ouareach and Incho-
siviny: Perception. The frst two
parmmeters carried the highesto
ranking weighimge of 0.30 each.

*The cducational insdmatkons
performing well in the annual
ranking will be aowanrcled witls
meore funds and enhanced aw-
ronomy, We are formulating
such policy,” HRD Minister
Prakash Javadekar said, an
nourcing the resaalios,

According oo the ranking list
for 2017, a tomal of sight higher

RAMMKE |

educntonal instmtons, inclod
ing University of Mysore, from
Karnataka fgured in the list of
1O o instmations in India
the overall category.

WwWhile a toml of #1 engineer
ing colleges participated froomn
the state, just =ight of them
conild malee it o the list of top
100 engineeri colleggess,

i o voal of 56 management
schools from the state, only two
secured a slot in the lst of wop
50 B-schoonls,

As mnary as 19 (non-technical)
colleges participated in the
ranking from Karnaiakas, boat
only six could figure in the lisco
off pop 1000,

Inm the lisi of institutions
rankecd wnder overall category,
rhe ITSe wins follonseed by Encdian
Inatitute of Technology (ITT)
Maodras and ITT-Bombay.
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Additional 160 PG | al -
medical seats this year 160 more PG me e S
- seats this year
Postgraduate medical seat y
' - STAFF REPORTER te medical instituti
aspirants have reasonto e g‘f}‘g;’g‘e R
cheer as there will bE]GO - Postgraduate medical seat deemed universities too
: - aspirants have reason to have agreed to part with

.mOI"E SEj‘HIS |!1 12 government - cheer as there willbeanad-  25% of the total seats, which
Institutionsin the State. .~ ditional 160 seats in 12 gov-  will be added to the govern-

. ernment institutions in the  ment quota.

. State. - Meanwhile, 207 medical
KARNATAKA » PAGE 5 . According to Medical diploma and nine dental

. Education Department offi-
. cials, 1,917 seats will be avail-
. able under centralised
. counselling.

While 864 seats will be

available under government
. quota, 1,053 seats are from

diploma seats will be avail-
able along with 334 dental
PG seats under centralised
counselling. However, offi-
cials added, this is a tentat-
ive seat matrix that is likely
to change.
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! UGC directive: We need better infra to add
Aadhaar numbers to degrees, say umversmes

Pg.No.04

DeepikaBurli@timesgroup.com could be beneficial for the institu-
WHAT ABOUT FOREIGN ST“DEHTS? cseppricmrmgr o
Bengaluru: The University Gra- Joshl, vicechancellor, CMR Univer-
nts Commission (UGC) recently di- WHm:m mm sity'ﬁddmgthmadlmrnwnhmn
in students' marks cards and de- Mﬂ'i 'ﬂﬂlhﬂmﬂ umversmmmetg headded. :
would help curb duplication and created to link the passport 8 ~ The social security number, which
maintain transparency While city detalls of intenational students e Ccarries every single detafl aboutan :
universities have welcomed the di- hﬁmmamu " American citizen, has had its own
upgrade s needed for seamless m- | o mbers could b included nforeign ~ but varstes shotddbe allo es in the past have Jed to leaking of
plementation of the system. mmmmﬁ take 2 call, We need more clarity” personal information. With this in :
Bangalore University registrar P! mind, Ajoy Kumar, CEO of PESUni- |
Prof KN Ninge Gowda said: "A lot mlt}twnrdmﬂdﬁhetherprhm |
will depend on howauniversitygoes dedicated unit to verify Asdhaar thefirsttimein July(itrecentlygot would be an issue in the Aadhaar |
about the process. BU's existing se-  cards. This will need infrastructure the varsity status), is hopeful the mechanism. “We are putting in |
curity mechanism for certificates enhancement, which isnot impossl- - system would be implemented by place security features in hall tick- §

includes 10 features like water- blebutneedstobedonewithalotof then. Dr Joseph VG, chancellor, ets, Theonly question isaboutmain. |
marks and hidden numbers, which caution,” heexplained. sald."‘l'ntmmrewnuthalpﬂurb taining privacy What if the stu | ‘

 only varsity officials can access.  The administration of Garden fraudulent activities. But we nead  dent's Aadhaar number lsknownto |
. However, for a full-ledged Aadhaar- City University, which will con- to chalk out a plan first.” Imple- another person? We need some ;
 linkedsystem, weneed oestablish a ductadmissionsindependentlyfor mentation in a phased manner clarityonthis," Kumarsaid. =~
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~ Multiple entrance tests exhaust
students, fill university coffers

S Valdiyasubramaniam

hen the global £

nancial erisis

swoepl the world

like a tsunami,

The Economist
dispatch of July 3008 wrote: “Of all
the sconomie bubbles that have been
pricied; fow hive burst more spec-
tacularly than the reputation of
economics jtself,"

The dismal science of economics
used by game theorists and option
misdellers to reduce abstract human
behaviour to exact sclence was
hlamed for cansing trans-geograph-
leal damages. Many fielt that the ar-
roganceof the profession wis hum-
hiled by Its own irrelevance, Wheth-
or the subject of economics has
undergone change in the way In
which It Is pursued now is nol ger
tain. That it slowed in'front of a
specd-breaker to calibrote [tselfl Is
certain and the bumpy economic
ride still continues, Extending this
o the case of professional college
admissjons, the present case of
NEET for medical and the prospec-
thve caseof JEE (Main} for engineet
ing admissions seem to prick the
merit bubble spectacularly

The multiplicity of exams con-
ducted by central government agen-
cies, doemed universities and state
Eoverments canses mayhem tothe
My calendar for students, Multiple
exams mean mental and physical
stress, financlal burden, diverse
exam patterns, confllicting sched-
(s and pesr pressure among other
Issies, The stranghed student mind
neads to be oxygenated through a
systemn ic policy reform. Before find-

nations for
Lo T icans cross inia this year:
VIT UNIVERSITY JEE (MAIN) MANIPAL UNIVERSITY
Entrance dates | Aprll5 | Dates|April 2(offine | Entrance dates | Apeil 4
to April 16 (167 centres) | mode); April 8and April | o May 7
Duration | 2.5hrs 9 (online mode) Duration | 3hrs
Mode | Onine D‘-"'“““":;! Made | Onfine
Applcation feejros0__ | Apeieatn el o Application fee | 2,500
No. of students on different categories) | HINDUSTAN UNIVERSITY
exams | 223L AT Arpil 30 to May 5
S mmmﬁn April 30 to May 1
Dates | Apel 1 to April 30
Duration | 25hrs et -yt o
Mode|Onfine pert o Duration | 1.5hrs
Application fee | 1060 nmmﬁﬂ: Application fee | 71000
Mo.of students registered | registered forexams | Loviatefor |
for the exams | 2L | 11,35,104 registrations | Apeil 22
ing solutions, a peep into the en-  tion sales tofreshman enrolment in

tranoe exam mage Es NECESSATY,
The ratio between the available
number of seats and application
forms sold i= used as a barometer
for an institution's quality. Global
ranking agencles use this becatse
the single entrance test for foreign
unfversitios have been SAT, GRE,
TOEFL, GMAT, ete — all of which
are standard and uniform for the
global studont community, The en-
gine for such exams is well-olls] and
transparently administered with
results being declared to the satis
faction of every aspirant. With
sooroes in these exnms, an applicant
approaches A set of universities and
it's the application toseat ratlo that
global ranking agencies are pon-
cerned aboul. The ratio of applica.

reputed universities in USA s an
interesting statistie. The Stanford
University office received 43,997 ap-
plications for 2016, resulting in the
enrolment to application ratio of
140, The Harvard Business School
for its fagship MBA programme
boasts of an Impressive 1:11 while
thi Massachuosetts Institute of Tech-
nology's freshimean bateh of 2016 had
1.511 students chosen fiom & pool of
19,00 applications with a competi-
tive yield of 7.8%.

In India, the scene is diffarent
While the CESE-administered JEE
attracts the largest pool of students
for admission ta IITs, CFT1s and
progressive private institutions
who voluntarily use the JEE seores,
there are private institutions that

alzo conduct their own entrance
exams. The guestion whether sepa-
b exnms 8 necessary may appear
to be interventional but to use the
application form sales to student
enrolment as a baromoeter for qual
ity i certainly an issue,

Bafore the sound of Diwali fire-
works dies down, sds for next year
admissions through JEE, CAT,
GATE and for some privato dsemed
universities start appearing, These
ads have application deadlines, and
thanks to the systemic flaw, such
ads by many Institutions alse have
the propensity to convert such
deadlines to revenue lifelines. It is

the absence of this flaw that differ- -
entiates the American system from  :

ours. In the case of universities
like Harvard or Stanford or MIT,

the knowledge of SAT, GRE or |
GMAT score 15 essential before
spending an average of $200 appli-
cation foe on them. A student with
a low GMAT scare will not spend
on npplying to Harvard Business:
School due to diminutive admis- :
sion prospects. Though the scale :
and volume at which national tests
like JEE, CAT, ote oparate neces- |
sitntes an-early start, the absence !
of a national testing facibity gives |
roam for many private institutions. |

to start the application sales cam-

paign well In advance with an in- |
herent compulsive factor that is |
driven by unreasonable application |
deadlines. The question is, 15 there |

a solutlon to this multiplicity of
entrance exams thut also distorts
ranking metric?

(The author is the dean of
SASTRA University)
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