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MCI puts PG faculty in a quandary

Seeks 2-Year
Training For
New Specialty

Rema.Nagarajan
@timesgroup.com

the cart before the horse,

the Medical Council of In-
dia (MCI) has been insisting
that faculty teaching post-
graduate courses in emer-
gency medicine (EM) must
have at least two yvears train-
inginthefield knowingfully
well that being a newly iden-
tified specialty. there is no
way anyone could have been
trained in the country in a
recognised course. Thanks
to this insistence, most med-
ical colleges that started the
PG course and students who
joined them are being ha
rassed by recognition being
withheld. Colleges trying to
start the course are denied
permission too.

India being a country
withoneof the highest num-
bers of road accidents and

I'n a classic case of putting
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highest incidence of non-
communicable diseases like
cardiovascular ailments,
lakhs of people land in the
emergency department of
hospitals every day, but have
few trained in emergency
management to attend to
them. Despite such an ur-
gent need for doctors
trained in emergency medi-
cine, the MCI's stance has
put the brakes on adequate
numbers being trained in

this specialty.

In the meeting of its post
graduate medical education
committesin. June 2016, malk-
ing two-yvear special training
in emergency medicine an
essential requirement for
recruiting faculty was found
to be “not feasible because
these courses were not exist-
ing in the country earlier™. A
sub-committee was constitu-
ted to suggest changes in the
mandatory gualification.
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Even after admltting the ab-
surdity of asking for a gquali-
fication that was not possible
to obtain, the MCI continues
to refuse recognition for this
course on the same basis.

PG committee meetings
were also held in March this
vear and the general body
met on March 29, but minutes
of these meetings are not yet
inthepublicdomain. Queries
sent by TOI to the MCI presi-
dent and secretary on the is-
sue received no response.

MCIT had identified EM as
aspecialtyand got itgazetted
onJuly 21,2009. By Decl5that
vear, a notification was is-
sued specifying the qualifi-
cations needed for faculty for
EM — PG degree in general
medicine or surgery, respira-
tory medicine, anaesthesia
or orthopaedics with two
vear training in EM. The
minutes of the post graduate
committee meetings show
that the first colleges to get
permission to start MDD
Emergency Medicine were
BJ Medical College (on Dec
29, 2009) and NHIL. medical
College (in February 2010)
both in Ahmedabad, despite
their faculty not having the
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required qualification.

With no ‘legitimate’ EM
training offered in India before
it was recognized as aspecialty
in 2009 and faculty gualifica-
tion being decided in Decem-
ber 2009, it was almost impossi-
ble foranyone to get the manda-
tory two-yvear training in EM
needed to be faculty. Out of 51
seats under MCI jurisdiction,
justsix-five in Gujarat and one
in Karnataka, have been recog-
nized till date.

The arbitrariness in the
process of granting recogni-
tion is evident in how the MCI
raises the issue of faculty not
being trained in emergency
medicine selectively For in-
stance, in August 2014, when de-
nying recognition to the EM
course in St John's Medical
College Bangalore, this issue
was brought up, butinthesame
meeting Medical College, Baro-
da got recognition though its
faculty did not having training
in EM as evident in the assess-
ment form of thecollege in Feb-
ruary 2014. Just two weeks lat-
er, Vyvdehi Medical College,
Bangalore was not given recog-
nition for the same reason, but
in2015itwas recognised forone
seat with the same faculty.
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