SRI DEVARAJ URS ACADEMY OF HIGHER EDUCATION & RESEARCH

SRI DEVARAJ URS MEDICAL COLLEGE
Tamaka, Kolar

UINIVERSITY LIBRARY & LEARNING RESOURCE CENTRE

SDUAHER

Online Newspaper Clipping Service

I Dated, Saturday, 08t April - 2017
THES @S HINDU

“Health of ‘patients stumps MCI team
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TANU KULKARNI
BENGALURU

Members of the Medical
Council of India (MCI), who
were on an inspection of
some of the private medical
colleges in Karnataka, were
surprised when they entered
the wards of their teaching
hospitals. Not only were the
number of patients much
\ lower than what the records

showed, but many looked
quite in the pink of health to
be in-patients.

The executive committee
of the MCI, during a recent
meeting, recommended that
three private colleges - in
Tumakuru, Kolar Gold
Fields, and Devanahalli in
Bengaluru — be debarred

- from admitting students for

two academic years (2017-

2018 and 2018-2019) as they
were not able to fulfil the re-
quirements mandated to run
a college, which includes pa-
tient intake. All these col-
leges had shortage of faculty.
In addition, one more col-
lege has been recommended
for similar action for not
having the necessary infra-
structure and faculty.
CONTINUED ON » PAGE 4
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stumps MCI team

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

It is MCI which conducts
periodic inspections of med-
ical colleges and in turn re-
commends to the Ministry
of Health and Family Wel-
fare on permission to start
or renew colleges.

The three colleges —
Shridevi Institute of Medical
Sciences and Research Hos-
pital, Tumakuru; Sambhram
Institute of Medical Sciences
and Research, KGF, and the
one at Devanahalli run by
Akash Education and Devel-
opment Trust — were given
permission to run courses
for 2016-17 by the Supreme
Court-mandated oversight
committee on the condition

that they would fulfil all the
conditions. However, the
commitrtee has observed in
the minutes of the executive
committee meeting, that
Sambhram Institute of Med-
ical Sciences and Research

had 17 patients admitted in-

the paediatrics ward who
were all from an orphanage
with “very minor com-
plaints which did not merit
admission”. Similar was the
situation in other wards.
Also, while the institute had
submitted reports stating
that the bed occupancy was
62%, on the day of the as-
sessment, it was found to be
17% at 10 a.m. The commit-
tee has called this claim
“highly exaggerated”.

‘State tolose 300
medical seats ? .

STAFF REPORTER
BENGALURU

The executive committee
of the Medical Council of
India (MCI) has decided
not to recommend
renewal of permission for
two government medical
colleges. These are
Chamarajanagar Institute
of Medical Sciences and
Karwar Institute of

Medical Sciences, which
were supposed to admit
the second batch of 150
seats each for the 2017-18
academic year. Medical
Education Minister
Sharanprakash R. Patil
said, “They usually give
us some more time for
compliance and we will
communicate with the
MCI and do the needful.”

At Shridevi Institute of
Medical Sciences and Re-
search Hospital many pa-
tients admitted in the gen-
eral medicine ward were
those who had anaemia,
gastritis, URI or gastroenter-
itis, while the orthopaedics
ward had patients who were
admitted for knee pain or
lower backache, which the
committee notes “could
have been treated as outpa-
tients”, The committee also
found that signatures on the
attendance sheet of some

faculty members and resid-

ents differed in the morning
and afternoon during
verification.

The committee that in-
spected the institute at Deva-
nahalli found that a patient
who “looked healthy” was
admitted for a fortnight in
the general medicine ward
without any diagnosis and
treatment. It also found a ju-
nior resident in the depart-
ment of general surgery was
working at another institute
as a senior resident for the
same academic year.

Akash Education and De-
velopment Trust authorities
were unavailable for com-
ment despite repeated calls,
while an official from the
Sambhram institute said
they had not seen the report
and did not wish to
comment.
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MCI debars three colleges for fake patients

RASHMIBELUR @Bengaluy

WHEN a Medical Council of India
(MCI) team inspected some medical
colleges in Karnataka, they found
some had adopted brazen methods to
fill up patients: people who underwent
open surgeries but showed no visible
incision marks, patients admitted for
more than a month for ailments that
were non-existent, children brought
from an orphanage and admitted in
the paediatrics ward.

These irregularities have forced the
MCI to disaffiliate three private medi-
cal colleges: Sridevi Medical College,
Tumakuru; Akash Institute of Medical
Sciences, Devanahalli; and Sambram
Medical College Kolar. Three more col-
leges, including two government col-
leges, havealso been denied renewal of
affiliation based on infrastructure and

other deficiencies. These are
Chamrajnagar Institute of Medical
Sciences and Karwar Institute of
Medical Sciencesansprivate Al Ameen
College of Vijayapura.

In its report, the committee said
during their inspections last year they
encountered “healthy persons” pos-
ing as patients at wards. “Many pa-
tients who were not genuine and did
not require admission were admitted
in wards of General Medicine, Gen-
eral Surgery, TB & Chest, Skin & VD
and Orthopaedics. In General Medi-
cine ward, a patient named Satish
(Reg # 51007) was admitted on Febru-
ary 24, 2016 without diagnosis and was
undergoing treatment till March 11,
2016. He looked healthy.”

In another college, it wrote, “All 17
patients admitted in paediatrics ward
were from an orphanage with very mi-

nor complaints which did not merit
admission.” The report said that on
day of inspection there were no sur-
geries listed. Several entries were
made in operation theatre (OT) regis-
ter for thyroid and appendicitis sur-
geries, but no patients could be traced,
the report added. “In post-operative
ward there were five patients, of
whom two were examined. They were
reported to have right heel abscess
drainage and total abdominal hyster-
ectomy but no incision mark was ob-
served... Data in OT registers were
manipulated.” Another college did not
even have a labour room.

Based on the report, the executive
committee, which met in January de-
cided not to recommend renewal of
affiliation of these colleges for the
next two years and the information
was uploaded on MCI website. P6
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Medical colleges
didn’t have real
patients, faculty

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE @Bengaluru

WHEN a Medical Couneil of India (MCD team inspected some
medical colleges in Karnataka, they found some had adopted
brazen methods to fill up patients. .

According to MCI sources, all three colleges were given con-
ditional approval last year and had given undertaking that if
they failed to abide, they would lose affiliation. “These colleges
manipulated rules in many ways. No proper facilities, no genu-
ine patients, no proper infrastructure and faculty So, we have
decided not to recommend to Central government for renewal
of affiliation,” said a source from MCI.

Sridevi Medical College, Tumakuru, has been a serial of-
fender. In the first year that it was given conditional approval,
the college admitted 150 students. It had no permission to take
fresh students the next year, but it did so illegally. Later stu-
dents went to court where a direction was given to state govern-
ment to replace those students admitted through CET rank-
ings. Following that, in CET 2016, state government allotted
seats again for first year for those students under government
quota.

Similarly, Sambram College’s affiliation had earlier been
denied by MCI but it managed to get the Central government'’s
nod. It has now been debarred for two yvears,

Chamrajnagar Institute of Medical Sciences and Karwar
Institute of Medical Sciences are two government colleges that
have been debarred. But medical education department offi-
cials said these were conditional and permission would be
granted soon. “Another executive committee meeting of MCI
is scheduled next week and as we have complied with every-
thing, we are confident of getting renewal,” said Dr Sachidan-
and, director, medical education.

Rajiv Gandhi University of Health Sciences (RGUHS) con-
ducts local inspection of medical colleges every year and based
on its report, institutions apply for MCI renewal. Dr K S Ravin-
dranath, Vice Chancellor, RGUHS, said, “Colleges where over-
seeing committee gave conditional approval were directly vis-

ited by MCL” P
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